
Example of one FULLY DEVELOPED Body paragraph for 
the Little Tree Essay #1 Assignment 

 
Remember the two principles of using quotes for meaning and evidence: 
 BEFORE the quote:  Set up the context (where it comes from) and what it will show 
 AFTER the quote:  Clarify the meaning of the quote in terms of supporting your point. 
 
Example paragraph: 
 
 First of all, I value the book because of all of its beautiful images of nature.  Early in the novel, Grandpa 
takes Little Tree up to his secret place high on the mountain ridge.  The description of this natural place is beautiful: 
"The sun hit the top like an explosion, sending showers of glitter and sparkle into the air.  The sparkling of the icy 
trees hurt the eyes to look, and it moved down the mountain like a wave as the sun backed the night shadow down 
and down" (Carter 8).  I love the vivid images of this sunrise scene.  Another good natural description comes when 
the narrator describes the coming of Spring:  "Indian violets come first in the mountain springtime. Just about when 
you figure there won't be a spring, there they are.  Icy blue as the March wind, they lie against the ground, so tiny 
that you'll miss them unless you look close and sure: (99).  The book is full of these types of descriptions of nature.  
In my own experience, I am and have been a great lover of nature.  I went to school in Tennessee and spent as much 
time in the woods as I could.  The description of Spring, in particular, touches me and reminds me of runs I took 
through the woods down a trail into Shake Rag Hollow.  There were Trilliums, Blue Bells, Daffodils, and many 
other flowers blooming in this hollow in the Spring.  The book is that much more valuable to me for recalling these 
wonderful memories of my time in the Tennessee woods.   
 
The same paragraph with its parts revealed: 
 
             First of all, I value the book because of all of its beautiful 
images of nature. 

This is a topic/ transition/linking 
sentence. 

Early in the novel, Grandpa takes Little Tree up to his secret place 
high on the mountain ridge.  The description of this natural place is 
beautiful: "The sun hit the top like an explosion, sending showers of 
glitter and sparkle into the air.  The sparkling of the icy trees hurt the 
eyes to look, and it moved down the mountain like a wave as the sun 
backed the night shadow down and down" (Carter 8).  I love the 
vivid images of this sunrise scene. 

The first SECONDARY 
SUPPORT with a quotation used 
as DETAIL 
Blue sets up quote 
Red is the quote 
Dark green is the clarification 
after the quote 

Another good natural description comes when the narrator describes 
the coming of Spring:  "Indian violets come first in the mountain 
springtime. Just about when you figure there won't be a spring, there 
they are.  Icy blue as the March wind, they lie against the ground, so 
tiny that you'll miss them unless you look close and sure: (99).  The 
book is full of these types of descriptions of nature. 

The second SECONDARY 
SUPPORT  
Blue sets up quote 
Red is the quote 
Dark green is the clarification 
after the quote 

In my own experience, I am and have been a great lover of nature.  I 
went to school in Tennessee and spent as much time in the woods as 
I could.  The description of Spring, in particular, touches me and 
reminds me of runs I took through the woods down a trail into Shake 
Rag Hollow.  There were Trilliums, Blue Bells, Daffodils, and many 
other flowers blooming in this hollow in the Spring.  The book is 
that much more valuable to me for recalling these wonderful 
memories of my time in the Tennessee woods.   
 

Third Secondary Support:  Blue 
sets up the SPECIFIC 
ILLUSTRATION FROM YOUR 
PERSONAL EXPERIENCE 
Red is the specific experience 
Green give significance 

 


