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he United States was created as a nation of immigrants who left Europe for poli
religious aréxconomic reasons. After independence, the new nation maintained an

open-door in

migration policy for 100 years. Two great waves of immigrants — in the

mid-1800s a

d the late-19th and early-20th centuries — drove the nation's westward

ansion aryd built its cities and industrial base.

After several false starts, Congress e immigration Reform and Control Act

(IRCA) in Octpber 1986 — the most sweeping revision of U.S. immigration policy in
more than twq decades. Using a carrot-and-stick approach, IRCA granted a general
amnesty to alljlundocumented aliens who were in the United States before 1982 and
imposed mondtary sanctions — or even prison — against employers who knowingly

hired undocumented workers for the first time.

In the 1990s nearly 10 million newcomers — the largest influx ever — arrived on U.S.

shores, with mgst still coming from Latin America and Asia.
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Immigration Debate

Can politicians find a way to curb illegal immigration? February 1, 2008 « Volume 18, Issue 5
By Alan Gregnblatt

Background

The United States was created as a nation of immigrants who left Europe for political, religious an
economic reasons. After independence, the new nation maintained an open-door immigrations»
policy for 100 years. Two great waves of immigrants — in the mid-1800s and the late-19th and early-

20th centuries — drove the nation’s westward expansion and built its cities and industrial base. L)

while the inscription on the Statue of Liberty says America accepts the world's "tired . .
ericans themselves vacillate between welcoming immi

— even those who arrive legally. For bo

inconsistent and often racist.

resenting them
Megal immigrants, America's actions have been

In the 19th century, thousands of Chinese laborers were brought here to build the railroads and then
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