Name: _______________________________________________________________________
Planning Sheet: Brainstorming for Reasons T-Chart
Use this T-chart in conjunction with the “Brainstorming to Define Reasons” Writing Guide:http://www.lirvin.net/WGuides/definereasons.htm 

	Subject:__________________________________________________________________
EssayQuestion/Issue:______________________________________________________
Answer/Thesis:____________________________________________________________

	Why do I support/believe the thesis? 


--because

--because

--because


--because






















... keep listing as many reasons as you can, just start each item with the word “because” 
	Why do I oppose or disbelieve the thesis? 


--because

--because

--because


--because





















... keep listing as many reasons as you can, just start each item with the word “because” 




Planning Sheet: Mini-Outline
Example:
Subject: The Space Program
Essay Question/Issue: Should we continue to support funding for the space program?
Answer/Thesis: I support continuing funding for the space program

Reason #1: --because it provides jobs
Reason #2: --because it stimulates innovation in products
[bookmark: _GoBack]Reason #3: --because it helps America be a leader in exporting technology around the world.

	Subject:___________________________________________________________________
EssayQuestion/Issue:_______________________________________________________
Answer/Thesis:_____________________________________________________________

	Why I support/oppose the thesis? 


Reason #1: --because _______________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

Reason #2:  --because ______________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

Reason #3: --because _______________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________-

Reason #4: --because _______________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
… Reason #5, #6…





