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Creating Titles and First Lines that Capture Your Reader’s Attention  

Titles should express the focused meaning of your piece and draw your reader to it. 

--Compare these lists of titles: which give you a sense of what the piece is about and draw your interest? 
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First Lines likewise should connect your audience to the “focused meaning” of the piece and work as 

attention-grabbers (or “hooks”) to engage your reader in your essay. 

Let’s compare the title and first lines of a few essays to see examples of “hot” and “cold” openings. 

Which would you want to read? The jalapeños rate each opening. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mother Knows Best 

 

 

 

Mother Knows Best 
          Wouldn’t it be wonderful to live in a society where pain and suffering cease to exist? –where a 
single mother would have every possible option to save her dying baby from a fast-growing tumor? Not a 
single soul would ever have to say goodbye to their grandparents sooner than expected in the fight 
against cancer. Imagine this generous world that would give life, instead of taking it. These are the ideals 
that my mother, Christing Dumas, prays for every day. 
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“NObama” 
           Ask your granpa one question, and he’ll give you a whole story. That’s exactly what my 
grandpa did when I asked him a simple question about this year’s election. That saying about 
“old… 

 

 

The best openings have a sharp title that captures the focused meaning of the piece as well as first lines 

that connect with the reader and attempt to catch their attention. 

First impressions matter, so make sure your first lines have no grammar errors in them. 


