
Writing A Critical Essay: Hits and Misses—pointing toward Essay Success 
 
Introductions 
Should 

• Connect with the reader 
• Clarify the subject or issue—i.e. state the Essay Question 
• Present the POINT or thesis (or claim) of the essay (otherwise known as the answer to 

the essay question 
 

GOOD Introduction 

 
 
POOR Introduction 

 
 



GOOD Introduction 

 
 
POOR Introduction 

 
POOR Introduction 

 



Topic/Transition/Linking Sentences 
           Signal ‐‐‐ Link‐‐‐Reason 
GOOD Transition 

 
POOR Transition 

 
 
GOOD Transition 

 



POOR Transition 

 
GOOD Transition 

 
… 

   
 



 
GOOD Secondary Support/GOOD Use of Quotes—good “sandwiching of quotes” 

 



 
MORE GOOD Sandwiching of Quotes 

 
POOR Use of Quotes 

 



GOOD Body Paragraph—good secondary support, well sandwiched, well documented 

 



 
MISMATCHED Secondary Support—POOR Transition sentence (too) 

 
ONLY TWO Secondary Supports—THREE is better 

 



 
GOOD Works Cited Page 

 
 
POOR Works Cited Page 

 
POOR Works Cited 

 
 



 
GOOD Works Cited 

 
POOR Works Cited 

 
 
 


