
Avoiding Plagiarism—Even Paraphrases MUST be cited 

 

 

 

  

This sentence definition is a paraphrase from the above article. It is problematic for two 

reasons: 

A) the language is too close to the original and uses multi-word phrases without enclosing 

these direct borrowings inside quotation marks 

B) the student writers have not “cited” this paraphrase with an in-text citation (in APA 

format) 

The reader thinks the student writers wrote these word, but they did not—and THAT’S A 

BIG PROBLEM. 

Original Source 

from the internet 



Avoiding Plagiarism—2nd example of paraphrasing needing to 

be cited 

 

 

 

Not sure HOW to paraphrase so it is not too close to the original text? 

See this guide: How to paraphrase a source 

See also the guide on Successful vs. Unsuccessful Paraphrases 

 

Not sure how to do in-text citations for APA? 

See my Short Guide on APA Documentation 

See this APA Quick Citation Guide 

Directly after 

the paraphrased 

text, there 

needs to be a 

parenthetical 

citation.  

Original Source 

from the internet 

https://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/QPA_paraphrase2.html
https://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/QPA_paraphrase.html
http://www.lirvin.net/WGuides/APAGuide.pdf
http://guides.libraries.psu.edu/apaquickguide/intext

