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trategically and\morally essential for the United States to support the Government of Iraq "%f

to become capable\of governing itself and safeguarding its people.” McCain strongly

disagrees with those\who want to withdraw American troops before this occurs. Though

many experts doubt the Traqi government can meet new benchmarks for progress set by

the United States, John WcCain plans on getting Iraq’s economy back on its feet. Markets

that were once desolate hgve come back to life in many areas in Irag. High unemployment

rates continue to fuel crimingl and insuraent violence. John McCain believes it is important .. Near
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pport the Successful Counterinsurgency Strategy

Johiy McCain has been a leading advocate of the “surge” and the
counterinsurgency strategy carried out by General David Petraeus. At the end
of 2006, four years of a badly conceived military strategy that concentrated
Ameridan troops on large bases brought us near to the point of no return.
Sectariay violence in Iraq was spiraling out of control. Al Qaeda in Iraq was on
the offeniive. Entire provinces were under extremists’ control and were
deemed al-but10st. At that critical moment, John McCaimrsupported sending
cinforcements to Iraq to implement a classic counterinsurgency straf€gy-of
‘ securing the population.

|That strategy has paid off. From June 2007 through March 2008, sectarian and
ethnic violence in Iraq was reduced by 90 percent. Civilian deaths and death
ofeealition forces fell by 70 percent. Th.lb has opcncd the way for arcturn to
somethmg at approaches normal political and-eeenorric life for the average
Iraqi. Political reconciliation is occurring across Iraq at the local and provincial
grassroots level. Sunni and Shi'a chased from their homes by terrorist and
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