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Crossing the Bridge  
from Reading to Writing 

 
 
Start With Reading EACH Source Closely and Annotating 
--read with a PURPOSE to find information relevant to your Issue. Annotate! 

 
--Close, Critical Reading Strategies 
--Annotation Guide 

Annotation involves 
underlining 
important text and 
writing marginal 
notes and comments 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://www.lirvin.net/WGuides/closereading.html
http://www.lirvin.net/WGuides/annotationexamples.pdf
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First Level Notes from Individual Readings 
--review your separate readings and record important information and quotes relevant to 
your issue and your emerging thesis, listing them in any order (be sure to identify where 
the quote or information came from). 
 

 

Title of source 

Number used 
to refer to this 
source in 2nd 
level notes 

Pg. # from 
where the 
quote/inform
ation came 
from. 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


  

Created by L. Lennie Irvin. This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License  

Second Level Notes: Sorting Evidence by Primary Support 
--Next review your first level notes from the separate sources and sort the relevant support 
by Primary Support. Your job here is to find Secondary Support for each Primary Support. 
Gather more evidence that you might need. This exercise in Brainstorming for Reasons can 
help you find Primary Supports:  
 
 
Example #1 from a General Primary Support 

 
 

General Primary 
Support 

#s indicate which 
article the quote 
came from 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://www.lirvin.net/WGuides/definereasons.htm
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Using Evidence Sheets to Gather Evidence for Primary Supports 
--Evidence Sheets represent a more formal way of pulling together support from separate 
sources for separate Primary Supports. The advantage of Evidence Sheets is they provide 
space to write a connecting statement about how the quote is working as evidence for the 
claim and reason. More on Gathering Secondary Support. 
 

 
NOTE: This example is from gathering evidence from a single source. If you had quotes 
from multiple sources, you would need to indicate where each separate quote came from. 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://www.lirvin.net/WGuides/Support.htm
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Use Your Separate Evidence Sheets As You Write Each Separate 
Body Paragraph 
--Your Second Level Notesheets or Evidence Sheets become your cheat sheets from which 
to write each of your supporting paragraphs. These notesheets make writing your 
argument EASY because you have all the evidence you need at your fingertips.  
 

 
 
NOTE: Put each Primary Support into a single Body paragraph for short 3-5 page papers. As 
you write longer papers, you may use multiple paragraph for any single Primary Support. 

Quotes from 
multiple sources 
are woven into the 
support for the 
Body paragraph 
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