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Annotation:  

The Foundation of Close Reading 
 What you do when you annotate 

 Read with a pen or pencil (not a highlighter) 

 Look up words in the dictionary 

 Underline as you note what you note 

 Write in the margins as you note what you note 

  

What to you note as you underline and write marginal comments  

 Note the structure of the text: main points, sub-points, sections, 

main themes or topics 

 Note lines you think are important or like 

 Note important people, places, dates, or facts 

 Note and record questions you have 

 Note and record connections you make, especially to your 

previous knowledge/experience 

 Note similarities and differences 

 Take especial notice of information relevant to the purpose for 

reading (whatever that purpose is) 

Six Examples of Annotating: See the following examples 

from Bad                                                                                                                 to Good 
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Bad Annotation 

None at all done 
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Poor Annotation 

No underlining (beyond keywords) and hardly any marginal comments 
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Better But Still Poor Annotation 

Little to no underlining, not much marginal commentary (considering what could 

and should be done) 
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Better Annotation 

More underlining, circling of key words and lines, and marginal comments. 

Annotations incomplete because a section is skipped. 
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Good Annotating 

Excellent and comprehensive marginal notes and commentary. Underlining done in 

highlighter and did not show in scanning of document 
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Good Annotating 

Has good underlining and marginal comments of the entire text 
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